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0 1 1  Ma) 16. 2003, Byron St.Clair. president of the National 'Translator 
Association. and I met with Commissioner Kevin Martin and his legal advisor, Catherine 
Bohigian. We discussed with Commissioner Martin various proposals of the National 
Translator Association to assist in the digital transition and to ensure the availability of 
li-cc over-the-air tclevision in  rural areas. One of the matters discussed in that meeting 
\cas the lpending Petitio11 for Rulemaking to establish a Rural Translator Service. That 
proceeding was designated as Pcrinit but Disclose under Section 1.1206 of the 
C'ommission's Ktiles. 

Pursuant to Section I .  1206(b)( I ) ofthe C'ommission's Rules, the attached 
docuiiiciit labeled Concerns of the National 'l'ranslalor Association was provided at the 
nieeliny. Neither the wrillcn presentation nor the oral presentation went beyond the 
nritteti submission oftlie National Translator Association i n  its Petition for Rulemaking. 

Ibis lcttcr is being liled in duplicate with the Sccretary of the Commission and, in 
addition. in  accordance Kith the instructions contained in the Commission's Public 
Notice ofhlarcli 0. 2003 (DAG-622). copies arc being furnished to Bradley E. Lerner of 
the Video I)ivision. Media Bureau. and a copy is being served on Qualex International. 

Very truly yours, 

/ 
George R.  Borsari, Jr. 



CONCERNS OF THE NATIONAL TRANSLATOR ASSOCIATION 

KIJRAL TRANSLATOR SERVICE 

I l t i l i l  1979 ' I V  traiislalor applications could bc filed a l  wi l l  and were processed in a reasonable tiine. With 
the advcni or  ILI'TV (using the sanie Rules and spectrum as translators), the filing of applications l i a s  
bcconlc difficult and the processing ti ine l ias bccomc uiiacceptahly slow. 

N I'A lhiis proposed the esrablisliniciit o f a  "Rural Translator Service" with a simplified application 
procedure and cxpcditcd proccssins (RM ~ 10666). 

'I lie reqiiiieiiient t l iat contliclii ig applicatiotis Ihc i c d v c d  hy auciion cven for secondary services such as 
trmslarors li:i~1 led to r l ie fol lowing procedures: 

l i  
7 )  

i io uli-tront t i l ing fcc is ieqiiircd 
ll iere I S  i io l ini i l  uii l l i c  t iuii ibci. ofiippliciirion, horn one applicitnr 

l i e x  procediires (or the lack thereor) l iavc  liad llie iiiiinrended consequence 0 1  inviting to a inassive 
onslaught of spectilalive filings. (Lasl LPTV/lranslalor t i l ing witidow -.over 4,000. last FM translator 
tiling iritidoiv ~ over 14,000) 

DISPLACEMENT DECLAKATOKV KULINC. 

N ~ r A  requested in July of2002 that the Cotnniirsioii issue a Declaratory Ruling that translators and low- 
I ioser statioiic on Chaiinels 52-59 he allowed to operate until the digital transition i s  complete. Congress 
said tha t  Iliey did iiot want disruptioii o f  current television service during the transition. 

DLGITAL TRANSLATORS 

Tlierr are tio Rules for D T V  translators (~rans la lors  10 rcpcal digital primary stations). They are only now 
being worked on (IirospecLivc NPRM). Ihtt so far tliere is tin way to expand digital T V  into translator- 
dependant i.ui.al arcas. 

HDTV STA 

A request hy Summit County. LJtitli, supported by N ' I ~ A .  is pciiding to use displaced channels for H I3 fV  
iintil the i i ew  i i sero l - !he  hand actiially hcgiiis use. As an example. a station on Channel 54 displaced IO 
Cli;innel 4 4  would i t x  Cliiiniicl 51  vi lc l !  lor  HU'I'V retiiporarily i inf i l  thc new user of the channel is 
cslabl  islicd. 'Tlii, u nu Id cstabl ish ii short-reriii pci ieral  policy. 

FM DISPLACEMENT KELIEF 

The i~c  is iio 1)rovisioii in the Rules Tor providing relief for displaced FM translators. N T A  has informally 
rcqiicsted the FM Branch to provide soiiic rclief(comparah1e to the displacement provision available to TV 

probleiii. 
ti.ilnslators). but nothing has happened. NTA will soon file a formal petition for a rulemaking to address this 


